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Dear Parents,
The Government has asked that all schools participate in the COVID-19 Mass
Testing programme for school staff and pupils. The mass testing is carried out using
the Lateral Flow Device test. Testing is important because staff and pupils without
symptoms could be carrying the virus and may spread it to others. Testing those
staff and pupils who are on site will support the school in operating as safely as
possible.
New, simple and quick tests, known as Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests, enable us
to rapidly test pupils and staff, without the need for a laboratory.
The test requires the individual to swab their own throat and nose, under the
supervision of a testing assistant. The swab is then analysed with a negative or
positive result achieved within 20 to 30 minutes. A quick guide to the test can be
found at the end of this letter,
The school is currently open to selected pupils, largely where parents are critical key
workers. It is intended to roll out the testing programme to pupils attending school
first, commencing on Monday 11th January with our Year 7 pupils. To maintain
school bubbles we will then aim to test the Year 8 on Tuesday, Year 9 on
Wednesday and Y10 and Y11 on Thursday. We will then repeat the tests starting
with Year 7 from Friday. Pupils attending school on that day will be invited to attend
for a test during one of their lessons. It will only be possible for pupils to be tested
when parental consent has been given.
The tests will be recorded and tracked using the NHS test and trace system. The
test results will be emailed / sent by text message to the email address and phone
number provided. It is therefore important that parents ensure that we hold the
correct contact details that they wish to be used for results to be reported. This

requires a separate consent form to be completed. The updated privacy statement
makes it clear that this information will be shared with the NHS to allow them to meet
their test and trace responsibilities. The consent form is attached and must be
returned to the school before testing can take place.
Once reported to the NHS track and trace system the school is unable to access the
data that they hold. We will, however, keep a separate, school record of tests and
results for up to one month after the testing programme concludes. Your permission
is required for your child to undertake one of these voluntary tests. They do not have
to do it; not doing a test does not affect their ability to come into school. If a pupil
who has been given parental consent does not then wish to undertake the test, on
the day, then we will respect their choice and not administer the test. A pupil
refusing a test does not affect their attendance at school.
If you wish to consent to your child having the test, once you have read the privacy
notice – then please complete the attached consent form, sign and ensure it is
returned by your child to school. It should be placed in the COVID Testing Consent
Form box at Reception.
If the test is negative, then the pupils can return to class straightaway. If a pupil tests
as positive, then we will contact you and ask for you to collect your child. The pupil
then must isolate at home. You will be given a PCR home test kit to allow you to
conduct the more reliable PCR test with your child at home. If the result of the PCR
test is positive, then they must self-isolate for at least 10 days. If the PCR test is
negative, then they can return to school.
Just a reminder that if you suspect you or anyone in your family has symptoms then
you should use the NHS test system available online at https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test and isolate at home until tested.
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